you can't be too careful	in
tell yourself. This passion becomes oppressively manifest5
for instance, in fellow-travellers on ships, whose minds have
been relaxed by a flux of strangers at leisure, and it is parti-
cularly evident in general conversation in America. At
bottom every American seems to be in a state of wonder at
his own high and profound motivation, and as anxious to
make himself believe it all as to convince you.
And this is natural enough, and was to be expected, because
the riddles of human conduct are far more difficult than
those of any other animal. The onrush of social life has come
to this lonely-spirited ape, for that is what we still are funda-
mentally, at headlong speed, through a conspiracy of inventions
and devices, in a few thousand generations, and he has
found himself involved with an ever-expanding multitude of
fellow-citizens, whom he is disposed to fear and to hate and
to get the better of in almost equal measure.
This is no mere theorising, or it would be quite out of
place here. This is simply a repetition in general terms of the
case of Edward Albert Tewler as it has been put before you
in the preceding two books, unobtrusively for the most part,
but with an outbreak of explicitness in Book the Second,
Chapter Three. It is the case of Homo Tewler > which includes
all of us—Homo sapiens existing as yet only in the dreamlands
of aspiration. This poor uncomfortable creature is continually
doing its best to make a plausibly consistent story of its
behaviour both to itself and the social world about it, and
to be guided by thai legend so as to escape an open breach
with its environment. The urgency we are under to pull
ourselves together and make an acceptable account of our-
selves finds its outlet in these yarns about religious experience
and consistent love that we force upon one another at every
opportunity.
So it has been since the ancestral Tewler, (Pithecanthropus
Tewler) found himself coming down from his nice safe tree
nests to the agoraphobia of the ground level and, with the
most strenuous suppressions of his primary instincts, living
in ever-expanding communities. He wants intensely to say,
" You can rely on me to do this. It is quite impossible for

